WHAT A WOMAN SAW 
IN THE CANAL ZONE 


Civic Worker’s Report Urges Par- 
ticular Care Be Taken of 
Bachelor Employes. 


e 


A CONEY ISLAND IS MEEDER 


¢ 


Conditions Vastiy Improved Since the 
Army Took Hold—Many Little 
things Only a Woman Sees. 


The bachelors in the Canal Zone have 
had a warm and powerful friend visiting 
them there. Wherever she went on her 
irips of investigation Miss Gertrude 
Beeks, Secretary of the Welfare Depart- į 

nent of the Wational Civic Federation, 
whose report on her findings was z 
public yesterday, kept looking at andi 
quarreling about things over which the | 
wives of the married men exercise their 
dominion. 

During her five weeks of investinto | 
Miss Beeks learned a great deal about the | 
conditions surrounding the employes of | 
the United States at work on the canal. 
She noticed many little but essential 
things that would have escaped the eyes 
of a dozen investigating committees of 
men. For instance, in speaking of im- 
provements, she notes that while two 
years ago about all the music the work- 
men heard was “Lead, Kindly Light,’ 
now they get a good deal more extenéed 
programme, including even ‘“‘ Love Me 
and the World Is Mine." 

Miss Becks paid no attention to the 
tales of discharged and disgruntled em- 
ployes; she went about among those who 
are sufticiently satisfied to hold their 
jobs. She found that a great deal of im- 
provement had been made within the last 
tiwo years in the matter of taking care of 
the employes; she found a great deal still 
to complain about. Pretty generally the 
men at work hold this opinion now, she 
Says: 

Square Deal from Army Men. 

“Sinee these army officers have taken 
hold of things down here we are getting 
a square deal.” 

President Roosevelt has thought so 
highly of the work of Miss Beeks that he 
has asked her to make another trip to the 
Canal Zone within the next eight months 
for the purpose of noting the improve- 
menis made. A number of her suggestions 
have already been adopted by Col. Goe- 
thals, Chief Engineer in command on the 
Canal Zone; the Canal Commission has 
taken under advisement more of her sug- 
gestions, and Secretary Taft has taken 
immediate action in the adoption oftsev- 
eral of her recommendations. 

The Panama Railroad Company, con- 
_trolied by the Government, operates a 
' Hne of steamships between the Isthmus 
and the United States. This steamship 
eervice, both as to its treatment of its 
own emrioyes and the passengers going ! 
to and from the Isthmus, is “a disgrace | 
to the nation,’ she says. 

Miss Beeks does not mince her words, 
and she seems to see clearly and sanely. 
Thus she speaks of the climate, about 
which so much is said when one is think- 
ing about going to the Isthmus: 

The casual visitor to the Isthmus expecting to; 
find only marshes is pleasantly surprised upon | 
gering also beautiful mountain scenery. The 
climate is more endurable than in many parts! 
of the United States in Summer. During the | 
rainy season, Which extends over eight months, | 
ending about the ist of January, there are? 
periods when it is clear, but there is continual } 
moisture which necessitates constant alring Of | 
bed clothing and woolen garments to prevent 
them from becoming musty. The dry season, | 
which extends over four months, is described 
as most delightful. The cool nights necessitate 
sleeping under blankets. The tropical light 
begets nervousness ang energy is sapped, mak- 
ing annuai vacations imperative for Americans. | 
Whoile an extensive residence probably would | 
undermine health, the observance of ordinary | 


health precautions render a temporary stay | 
upon the Canal Zone quite safe. 7 
6.000, “Employes'’’s $4,000 “Laborers.” ! 

The American workmen, inciuding m2- 
enanics, clerks, and others, number about | 
œ 090, and are called “employes.” The 
rest of the working forces number 34,000 
and are made up of Greeks, Italians, and 
Spaniards, and other Europeans, who are ; 
termed “laborers.” The camps are io-} 
caied betwecn*Colon and Panama, the 
Americans having seventeen camps and 
the laborers forty-six. Miss “Beeks says 
that there are many manufaciuring vil- 
lages in the United States that are not 
half so beautiful as the homes for the 
American farnilics ang the bachelors’ dor- 
mitorics. The Government furnishes 
quarters, furniture, and light free, and if 
one is married he gets fuel free also. 

Though her report indicates that Miss 
Beeks is very conservative in the choice 
of words, she says that ** conditions have 
changed almcst miraculously within the 
last two years." Two years ago it was 
commen to be assigned to an old French 
house, which was without mosquito net- 
ting, without plumbing, and with an attic 
that was crammed and jammed with rats 
and bats and other things that “had a 
merry-go-roung every night.” 

Now it is possible to shelter al] the ca- 
nal employes without the use of tents, 
but the quarters are as yet inadequate. 
Sometimes four Americans nave to sleep 
in one room, which Miss Beeks says is 
had, because several companions cause 
irritation and disturb the sleep of one an-, 
other, ang all the strength one can mus-! 
te is needed in Panama. } 

‘Many competent men have been lost toi 
the canal because they coujJd not get 
t married quarters.’’ of which there is a! 
ghortage. There are some bachelors’ dor- i 
mitories that provide for only two in ai 
room. Miss Beeks recommends that they i 
all be so arranged. She estimates that it | 
will require a year to provide adequate 
accommodations for the workmen in tne | 
zone. 

The European laborers live in barracks, 
each house being one large dormitory with 
from 60 to 81 cots. all in tiers of three. 
They have no chairs or benches. They sit 
on the cots or on the floor. Miss Becks} 
noted that some of the cots were made of | 
metal lattice work. Lieut. Col. Goethals! 
has already remedied that by ordering! 
that all sach cots be. covered with a! 
canvas. 
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What a Woman's Sharp Eye Sees. | 


Miss Beeks reported that the laborers, 
as well as the Americans, were compelled 
to buy their own blankets, If they got any, 
The laborers didn’t da it, as a rule, and | 
this led to much sickness. Sinee Miss! 


Peeks left the Zone the Government has} 
furnished the mnegrocs with pieneer=- 
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That ts a piece of’ economy; Miss Beeks 
points out, as it saves hospital expenses. : 
Cold shower baths are ag ede for all 
employes, but, as everybody knows, some 
people are hot fanatical on the subject of 
cold baths. Movabie bathtubs should be 
sold at the commissaries for women and 
children. Special bathhouses with: hot 
water should be supplied for the American 
bachelors, ` area 
Beds were promised al] American bache- 
lors, and these have been given them 
since Miss Beeks left. Families of a 
year’s residence on the. Zone haven't -re-i 
ceived their full quota of furniture. The 
inspection must be poor, Miss Beeks goes 
on, or else furniture glued togetherAvould 
not be passed for pinned furniture, nor} 
would iron screen be received for copper 
screen. The glued furniture falls to pieces 
in the moist climate and .the iron screen 
rusts. But some contractors have already 
been notified that such goods must be re- 
placed at their own expense. eae 
Miss Beeks noticed that drying rooms 
were needed for the clothing, as the sun 
wasn't out nearly enough for that; and. 
though the husbands could hive _ their, 
wives dry their clothes by the stoves; ] 
what about the bachelors? Drying rooms 
erties since been ordered by tne Govern- 
ment, . | | 
No man can be in a contented frame of, 
mind or in good working condition. Miss 
Beeks argues, when he. has to fight bed- 
bugs all night, help his wife fight cock- 
roaches at all times, and fight fleas him- 
self in the daytime. sAnd down there~is 
aiso that ancient problem—the servant. | 
Wegro janitor service in the bachelors’ 
quarters is mainly the cause of- the ver- 
min there. TIroners will not cook, and! 
cooks will not iron. Chinese cooks should 
be brought in. ie | 
The unpalatable water makes, many men| 
arink too much tea at dinner and too: 
much Other stuff after dinner. A water, 
and sewerage system has been planned: 
for the entire length of the Zone, but it 
will be a year before all connections are 
made. There is plenty of water for bath- 
ing and drinking, but that used for drink-| 
ing should be distilled. It is urged that! 
pure drinking water be supplied at the 
bachelors’ quarters. ee 


Hen's Cackle Causes Panic. 


The food seems to be fairly good, as a 
rule, but there is large room for improve- 
ment in the uniformity of the good qual- 
ity of service and food. Many of the 
bachelors say they have eaten so many| 
eggs that they shudder when they hear a 
hen cackle, and away down there they 
have to tip the waiter or else wait forever 
for their breakfast. The food at Ancon 
Hospital was “fierce.” A nurse said: 
“ Tel] the President I don’t want a square 
deal sO much as a square meal.” 

The Italians, Greeks, and Spaniards have 
their favorite foods served, and are al- 
lowed to take their bottles of light wine 
with them to the tables. The West Indian 
negroes form a line and pass by a com- 
mon kitchen, out of which is handed 
what they are to eat. Jf it rains, they 
have to crawi under their barracks to eat. 


Miss Beeks recommended that the 
United States Agricultural Department 
promote farming in the Zone, where 


neurly everything can be raised, so that 
fresh vegetables, eggs, and chickens may 
more ofien than now be obtained. Most 
of the eggs eaten now are fried or| 
scrambled; “it is not safe to boil them.’ 
Secretary Taft has ordered the agri- 
cultural Department to start a Govern- 
ment farm on the Zone, and he has made 
arrangements with Secretary Wilson to 
have all food stuffs inspected before! 
leaving the United States. 
Generaly spexking, the hospitals are! 
splendidiv equipped. The principal ail-| 
ments are malaria, typhoid fever, and 
pneumonia. Quinine is offered to every- 
body every day at the eating time. 


A Coney Needed at Isthmus. | 
Miss Beeks gives much attention to the, 
crying need of recreation. She thinks: 
a Coney Island in the Zone would bej 
a good thing. | 


The cnly reason, she says. | 
that she does not recommend a Saturdays. 
half-holiday ıs that the men haven't 
enougii to entertain themselves now on| 
the one day that they have off. She 
would nave at the Coney Island place a | 
big hall for dancing, racing track for, 


ponies, a circus ring, bowling alleys, | 
shooling galleries, a theatre, side shows, 
and possinbly a lake for boating. 
he negro is now entirely overlooked 
‘in the marter of recreation. The South- 
ern Europeans usualiy patronize large’ 
hajls on their off days, and there they 
sit around small tabtes, play checkers,’ 
smoke, and drink light wines. These, 
should be promoted. Life on the Isthmus 
should be made as attractive as possible. | 
says Miss Beeks, and to that end a rec- 
realion depariment should be established | 
by the Government. l ! 
Though schools have been established 
for the negroes at al! the camps, schoois 
for the whites have been started at only 
five of the seventeen camps. The stand- 
ard of the schools is poor. Some good 
men will not go to the isihmus on that 
account, and in other cases families have 
ito be separated, the older children re- 
maining ir the States to be schooled; and 
that ig expensive and unpleasant. 
|; There are plenty of churches, the liquor 
tratfic is regulaied, and the men, par- 
‘ticuiarly the bachelors, are saving money. 
There is so much thievery, however, that 
| many of the bachelors convert their casi 
'{nto Post Office money orders for sav- 
ing purposes. 
| Miss Beeks recommended that a news- 
paper he published in English, Italian, 
Greek, anad Spanish, which would teli, 
for instance, when a shipload of vege- 
tables hud gone down, thus prevenung 
discontent born of ignorance of the facte. 
-It would also furnish diversion for the 
‘readers. Since Miss Beeks left the Canal 
‘Commission has started a newspaper, 
‘and has employed Miss Helen Varicx 
Boswell of the National Civice Federation 
to crganize women’s clubs in the Zone. 
she is there now. l 
The full report made by aliss Beeks has: 
been sent to the Canal Commission for 
comments. These wili be published later. 


SCHIFF REPLIES TO CRTICS. 


Defends His Stand Against Zionism in 
a Letter to Prof. Schechter. 


Jacob H. Schiff, whose anti-Zionistic 
utterances recently have caused much 
comment among the Jews of this city, 
has written a second letter to Prof. Solo- 
mon Schechter of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America in defense of his; 
position. The letter, which is published 
in The American Hebrew, replies to cer- 
tain criticisms made upon his first letter. 

Mr. Sthiff says he does not feel happy 
over the present controversy with Zionist 
friends of Prof. Schechter, who “ have 
hurled their anathema ” against him, and 


continues: i 

‘““When the Zionists, as they assumed 
to do at their recent meeting, speak for 
the Jewish race, they forget that a very 
large percentage of cur co-religionists | 
are not Zionists and that a considerable 
number even of orthodox Jews are thor- 
oughly opposed co Zionism. The political 
coctrine brought forth and advocated by! 
Zionism has nothing in common With | 
the Jewish Messianic hope, which finds | 
expression in the orthodox form of prayer ` 
and which we all can accept, for, like: 
other parts of the beautiful ancient He- 
brew Liturgy, this is solely a supplication 
fon the hastening of the coming of the 
miflennium, 

‘‘ Nowhere js there anything in Jewish 
Holy Scriptures which justifies agitation 
to re-establish a Jewish nation and State 
by human endeavor, and I therefore do 
not hesitate to insist that Zionism in its 
political aspirations has neither warrant 
trom the religious point of view. 

“ Neither as an American nor as a Jew 

, have I any quarrel with Zionism in so far 
as it seeks to arouse a return to Jewish 
| ideals. Never have I averred Zionism to 
j be incompatible with patriotism. ‘Tne 
Jew of whatever composite—be he native 
Dorn or naturalized—will never fail to re- 
spond to the need of his country with his 
all, even with his life; but I reiterate, that 
political Zionism places a Hen upon citi- : 
zenship, the enforcement of which the 
Zionist if he is honest, must seek to ac-: 
complish by every legitimate: means. | 
“ Are Zionists indeed in earnest when, 
they, as they continuously do, advance the | 
proposition, that their Jewish State is to | 
be merely a refuge—or, as they term it, |! 
a legally assured home—for the Russian, | 
Roumanian and perhaps Moroccan Jew? 
Is the proposition, that the Jewish State ; 
shall embrace principally the persecuted | 
Jew not a deep offense to the Russian and 
Roumanian Jew, if not to entire Jewry? 
“I have held for years, and events have | 
only strengthened this opinion, that the; 
Russian-Jewish question, in its entirety, 
can only be solved in Russia, and to a 
limited extent only can it be -helped 
through emigration, even on the largest 
practicable scale, for six million people | 
cannot emigrate. The Zionistic ge tation | 
for the creation of a Jewish State in. Pal- 
estine cannot solve this momentous prob- | 
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lem in any practical manner. 
“In our own country the agitation is 
apt to retard the perfect Americanization 
of thousands who, in recent years, have 
come among us, and whose success and 
happiness in this and coming generations, 
no less than the weal of the State, must, | 
to a considerable extent, depend upon the} 
readiness with which the new-comers 
shall be able in their civic condition~as | 
separate-from their faith—to become ab- 
sorbed into,the American people,” l 
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